


9. September 1985 
Powell in Factory. Ovations till “round about midnight” 
 
In a factory in Hamburg there was only a lonely chair on a large surface of the podium 
standing in front of a microphone: These were the only requisites the Brazilian master of the 
guitar needed in order to create a three hour evening of music. 
The likeable guitar-star from Rio de Janeiro who felt the Jazz in his blood and stole his aunt’s 
guitar at the age of eight seems today to be grown together with it and plays with such a 
technical brilliance that seems to need four hands. 
If classical compositions, southamerican folkore, soft ballads or latin jazz: Baden Powell 
brings harmonic ideas together with his impressive chord technique and evergreens with new 
speed. “Bahia”, “Desafinado” , “Tristeza” : Powell gives new expressiveness to these older 3-
minute songs. 
During the pastoral song “Sarava”, played in the traditional Macumba style, there were 
spontaneous “Sarava” shouts coming from the audience. 
And when the Brazilian master started a musical persiflage and imitated Bras band with their 
tambourines and drum sounds the jubilance just wouldn’t stop. For five more encores Baden 
Powell was applauded back to the stage. Thelonius Monks “Round about Midnight” is was is 
heard at midnight as his last song. 
 
Thanks to Max (Germany) for his translation. 


